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HICJA KIHOA HUKJTY: MOTHUB BIYHOT'O TIOBEPHEHHA
TA MEXAHI3MHU ABTOIHTEPTEKCTYAJIBHOCTI
B «PO3JOPIKKI KPYKIB»

Y emammi oocriooceno poman Anoices Cankoecvkoeo «Pozdopidcocs KpyKiey, wo npooosicye yuki
«Biobmayvroi cazuy, ma npoananizoeano Mexamizmu to2o agmoinmepmexcmyaiviocmi. Ocobausy ysazy
npuUoineHo MOmuey 6iuH020 NOBEPHEHHS, AKULL BUSHAYAE CIMPYKMYPY MEopy il 102iKy po3eumky obpasy le-
panvma. Tloemopu crodxcemis, cyen i 06pasie opmyoms YukaiuHuil Migh npo 2epos, a cam poMar NOCmae

Memamekcmom, wjo nepeocMuciioc 61acHy mighonoeiro.

Karwouosi ciioBa: «BigpMarbka caray, «Po3nopinoks KpykiBy, A. CanKkoBCEKUH, (EHTE31, aBTOIHTEPTEK-

CTYyaJbHICTh, BIYHE TOBEPHECHHS.

Poman Anmkes CamnkoBCBKOTO «Po300piscarcs
kpyxiey (2024) — e neB’sta yactuHa « Bimpmarib-
KOl carmp, 110 3 sBUJIACS Yepe3 JBaJLSATh I SITh
POKIB TTiCIIS 3aBEPIICHHST OCHOBHOTO ITUKITY Ta OIH-
HAALATh POKIB Micis myOmikanii pomaHy-nepeaic-
Topii npo BimeMaka « Cezon epo3z». HoBwuit TBip po3-
roprae ictopito oHoro [epasnsra i BogHoUac BCTy-
A€ y J1aJior i3 MOoNepeHIMH YaCTHHAMH, CTAOUH
HE TMPOCTO MPHUKBEIOM, a METaTeKCTOM, SIKHUA
OCMHCJTFOE BJIACHY Mi()OJIOTIFO.

Texer A. CankoBCbKOTO po3irpye Mig, 3Myyro-
9YH YNTa4a 3HOBY 1 3HOBY MEPEKUBATH HOTO B IIUKJ
MOBTOPIB. «Po3dopidcoca kpykiey (PyHKIIOHYE 5K
IHTEepTEKCTyaTbHUI TPOCTIp, IO ITOCHIAETHCS CaM
Ha cebe, 1 BOIHOYAC € YACTMHOI HIMPIIOTO Hapa-
THBHOTO CBITY «Biobmayvroi cacuy. A. CankoB-
CBKMI CTBOPIOE TEKCT, KU HE JIMILIE MPOJOBKYE
Mi(, a i IepeoCMHUCITIOE BIIACHY 1CTOPIIO, TIEPETBO-
proroud ii Ha rpy 3 nam’sTTIO YUTA4a.

JlocBil CHpUHHATTS pOMaHy 3aJCKUTh BiJ
TOYKHM BXOIy B TeKCT. To#, XTO 3HalloMuii i3 caroro,
yIi3HA€E ato3il, MOBTOPH i mapadpasu, B SKHUX MU-
HyJ€ TMEeperykyerbcs 3 TemnepimHiM. HatomicTb
quTad, SKAHA Oepe pOMaH K CaMOCTIMHUHN MPUKBET,
crpuiiMae fioro OyKBaJbHO — SIK ICTOPiI0 CTAHOB-

© Kpanusnuywvra M., 2026

neHHs reposi. Takum unHOM A. CankoBCBKHUH 3My-
IIy€ YuTa4a XOIUTH IO KOJTy, IO € XYJAOXKHIM yTi-
JICHHSIM MOTHUBY BIYHOTO NOBEpHEHHsL. JloCBig unTa-
ya B «Po3mopioki KpyKiB» 3aJ€KUTh BiJ TOTO,
B SIKOMY TOPSAJKY BiH uuTae TekcTH. A. CamkoB-
CBKHI IIEPETBOPIOE UNTAYA HA CIIBYyJIaCHUKA PHTYa-
Ny TOBTOPEHHS: KOXEH, XTO BKE 3HaHOMHUH i3
«BiBMaIbKOIO  Carowy, IEepPEeKUBAE CBOEPIIHE
déja vu, BmizHarouM cueHH, (gpasu Ta odpasu 3 mo-
MIEPE/IHIX YACTHH. 3’ SIBIIETHCS BITUYTTS, HIOW 1CTO-
pisi IOBTOPIOETHCSI, ajie 3 HEBEIIMKUMH 3MiHAMH, —
SIK y BIYHOMY KOJIi, JIe BCe BXe OyJio, Ta BOIHOYAC
yce iHakie. binoBonocuii BEpIIHUK y YOpHIiH KypT-
Il 3 IBOMa PYKOSATSIMH MeUiB 3a IJICYUMa — 1€ He
MPOCTO aNI03isl, @ YaCTUHA PUTYAIBHOTO TOBEPHEH-
HSl, y SKOMY Oepe y4acTh i caM YMTad, 3aHOBO «IIPO-
JKHBAIOUN» CTAHOBJICHHS Teposl.

Mononoro Tepanbra CymnpoBOIKYE HACTaB-
HUK — BigpMak [Ipecron [onbT, yust mocrars Bij-
cuyIae 10 camoro Iepanbra 3 monepenHix poMaHiB.
3osHimHicTs Tonbra HaTakae Ha Te, WO BiH 1 € Te-
PaJIBTOM 13 IoTepeIHIX poMaHiB uKITy. «Ha ruromnry,
3-3a CTOZOJ, TOBUIBHO B’iXaB BOPOHMH, CMOJIHU-
cTo-4opHui KiHb. Hic Bepurauka. Bimososocoro,
B UOpHINM WIKIpAHIN KypTui, miAOWTIH Ha miedax
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CpiOHMME IBSXaMU. Hax mpaBuM 1uredemM BepIIHU-
Ka CTUpPYAIHU PyKOsTI 1BOoX MeuiB»! [1, ¢. 12]. Takox
TonbT Kysbrae, sk i [epanst micas 6ureu Ha TanHe-
1i («Yac moropan»). Y Tonbra € mpamu Bij 0010 3
KIKIMOpPOIO, 110 BIJICHJIA€ HAC JI0 OIOBIJIaHHS
«MeHiie 3710», B AKOMY [€pajsT MpUBO3UTH TPy
KiKiMOpH B MicTo braikeH. ['01bT nepenae 1oHaKoBi
CBOI 3HAHHS, a 3rOJOM TMHE, BiJJaBIIM JKUTTS 3a
Hporo. Came Tak BiJOyBaeThCs IMEpeIaHHs iJCH-
TUYHOCTI — «3aMiHa» OJHOTO BiJIbMaka IHIIUM.
A. CankoBchbKHi OyKBAJIBHO BTUTIOE 1ICF0 BIYHOTO
MOBEPHEHHSI Teposi, SKUH BOCKpecae, 1100 3HOBY
MPOIOBXKYBaTH  O0opoThOy 31 31mom. I[lpecron
TonbT — He MPOCTO HACTABHHUK, & CBOEPIIHE aJIbTEp
ero [epanbra, HOTO Bigg3epKaleHHs i IIPOMOBKEH-
HS. Y CTOCYHKaX MiXK HUMM MOXKHA BITI3HaTU apxe-
tun Craporo ['epos, sikuit nepemae cuiny Momoso-
My, — MOTHUB, BiIoMuii 111€ 3 MihiB IPO BMUPAIOUOTO
0ora 4 BIYHOTO BOTHA, KOTPUH BIIPOIKYETHCS Y
HOoBOMY BTineHHI. YUepe3 meit obpaz A. Camnkos-
CHKHUH BTIUTIOE 17ICFO BIYHOTO IIOBEPHEHHS, JIe CMEPTh
€ He KiHLIeM, a JIUIIEC MEePeAaHHsIM 1AeHTUYHOCTI.
lomet, THHYYH, CHMBOJIYHO «HAPOIKYE» HOBOTO
BiJlbMaka — 1 BOJHOUYAC MIATBEP/DKYE Oe3cMepTs
camoi BiJlbMaIlbKOi CyTHOCTI. BijbMak cTtae MHO-
KHUHHOIO (irypol0 — HE OJHOI0 JIIOIUHOIO,
a «pOJUTIOY, Ky MOXHa HachiayBatu. A. Camkos-
CBHKHI iJIECTIPSIMOBAHO BBOANUTH CUMETPIIO 3 OPUTi-
HAJIOM: HaTpHUKJIaJ, MiJ Yac OUTBHU 31 CTPUTOKO MO-
JIOAUH repaHLT 1€ He BMi€ TOTO, 1110 BMi€ «CTapuii»
I'epansr y «BigpMaky», i Lie He IPOCTO BiJCHIIAHHS,
e 300paKeHHs Pi3HUII 3I0HOCTEH.

SAx i B «Ce30ni epo3y [5], aBTOp HABMUCHO CTH-
pae Mexy MK MEepeAicTOpier0 1 MPOAOBKEHHSM.
«Poszoopidicoics KpyKie» MOKHA YUTATH 1 SIK TPUKBET,
1 SIK MOCTIIOMII0 — TEKCT, 1[0 3aKIJIbI[bOBYE BECh
IUKJI, IMIKPECITIOI0YH OS3KIHEUHICTh BiIbMAIbKOTO
nuisixy. «Biune moBepHeHHs» B A. CamnkoBCHKOTO
— He nume Qurocodchbkuii MOTUB, a i CTPYKTYp-
HUM NpuUHIUN M0OYyA0BU TeKCTy. IIncbmeHHUK Oy-
KBaJIbHO BTUTIOE HIIIICAHCHKY 1CH0 IUKIIYHOCTI
OyTTs y camiii apxiTekToHili «BinbManpkoi carmy.
«Ces0n 2po3» 1 «Po3zdopidxcocs kpykiey QyHKIIOHY-
FOTh SIK «3aMKHYTI KOJIa»: iX MOXKHA pO3TallyBaTH B
Oy/b-sIKOMY MICIIi Ha YacOBIi IIKaJli card — BOHHU
HE BIAKPHUBAIOTH 1 HE 3aBEPIIyIOThH iCTOPIIO, a MO-
CTIMHO MOBEPTAIOTh YUTaYa JI0 ii Movarky. Y mboMy
3aKJIaJICHO MPUHIMI Mi(idHOTO Yacy, Ae MOfAil He
MAaIOTh JIHIHHOT TOCITIIOBHOCTI, & ITOBTOPIOIOTHCS Y
Pi3HHX Bapiawisx.

T'epanbr y Takiii moOyq0Bi HE pO3BMBACTHCS €BO-
JIOIIHMHO, SIK Iepodl KIACHUYHOTO pOMaHy, — BiH

' Crarrio Oymo HammcaHo 10 mMyOmikaiii yKpaiHCBKOTO mepe-

knay «Po3gopixoks KpyKiBy», TOMy Hepekiaj uuTar mid. — M. K.

«pyxaeThes 1Mo cripani». KokHa HOBa icTopis cTae
Bapiali€o MOmepenHboi, e AOCBI MUHYIOTO HE
BIJIKH/IA€THCS, a TEPe3arnnucy€eThes, MOIUDIKy0un
o0Opa3 reposi, ane He 3MiHIOIOYM HOro CYTHOCTI.
A. CankoBCHKHH KOHCTPYFOE MIi(DOJOTIUHUE THIT
4acy, y SKOMY KO)KHa CMEPTb € IepelyMOBOIO HOBO-
TO JKHUTTS, a KOYKEH KiHEeIlb — JIMIIEC YePTrOBUM I0-
gyatkoM. Cama CTPYKTypa KHIKKHU TEX CIipaIeBH/I-
Ha: TepO TO BiAIPaBIAETHCS Ha 3aBOAHHS, TO BEp-
TaeTbcsl B MaeTok lomsra B [ipeekit Mapxiii B
Kaenpeni. Ha HapaTtuBHOMY piBHI IISI CTpPyKpypa
BiJI3epKatoe mepmuii poMan y po3noBimgsx «Oc-
TaHHe GaxkaHHsa» [4], ne onosiganns npo [epansro-
Bi MPUTOJIU UEPTYIOTHCA 13 PO3AITAMU IUTICHOT iCTO-
pii «l'omoc po3ymy», po30OHTIH 1O BCHOMY TOMY.
YuTay oTpUMYE Ty caMy MOIYJIAIIIO: «IIPUroga —
nIim». 1 B 000X BUMAIKaX «IIM» € TIPOCTOPOM JUISI
BIJIMIOYMHKY Tepost. XapakTepHO, 1[0 OCTAHHS Ha
TAHUH MOMEHT KHIDKKA TIOBTOPIOE CTPYKTYpPy caMe
HEpIIOro TOMY OMOBIJaHb, YUM TEX 3aKUIBIIBOBYE
«Bimpmanpky caryy.

B ogHOMY 3 pO3/1iTiB aBTOpP 3HOBY BUKOPHCTOBYE
CBil yacTuil mpuiioM — oOpaMJICHHS 4Yepe3 3a-
KiJIbIIbOBYBAHHS: «AJle TO HE OyB KiHEIb PUTYyaIy»
[1, c. 106-107], 1 us ¢pa3a crae METaKOMEHTapEeM
o camoi «Bigpmanpkoi caru»: ii icTopis He Mae
KiHIISA, 00 KOKEH HOBHH TEKCT — IIe TOBTOPCHHS
CTaporo puryaiy. Y [bOMY IOJISTa€ CyTh MOCTHKU
A. CanKkoBCHKOTO — HOTO TEKCTH HE 3aKIHIYIOThCS,
a TPUBAIOTh Y caMUX c00i, MOPOAXKYI0UN HOBI Bapi-
aHTH TOTO camoro Midy.

Sk ciyniHo 3ayBakye Bonopnmup €pmoseHko
y mpatti «Opddeit, [ionic Ta Mi ipo pereHepariro»
[3], midomnoriuna mapagurma cMepTi i BiApOIKEH-
Hsl TPYHTYETBCSI HE Ha 3allepeueHHi KiHIA, a Ha
HOro MPHUIHATTI SIK YMOBM OHOBICHHS. Y I[bOMY
koHTekcTi Opdelt 1 JlioHIC MOCTAOTh CUMBOJIAMHU
JBOX (hOpM MOBEPHEHHS — Yepe3 MaM’ SITh 1 CJI0BO,
gyepe3 TUIO Ta KpoB. BiamosinHo, cMepTh y Midi He
€ pyHHaIli€lo, a CTa€ MOMEHTOM HEPEXOAYy, 110 Bif-
KpWBa€ MOXXJIUBICTh HOBOTO JKHTTS. AHaJOTi4Ha
CTPYKTypa TIPOCTEXKY€EThCS 1 Yy BiIbMALLKOMY
IUKJI: «CTapuid» BibMaK TNEpeae CBO€ 3HAHHS,
JIOCBi/l 1 YaCTHHY CBOEI CYyTHOCTI «HOBOMYY», pea-
J3YIOYM aKT pereHeparii, y skoMmy iHiIiaIis, HaB-
YaHHs 1 CMEPTh B3a€EMOTIOB’ SI3aH1 B € JMHOMY LIUKJI1
«BIYHOTO TTOBEPHECHHS.

A. CankoBCbKMH IPOJOBXKYE PO3BHBATH TEMY
MOHCTPYO3HOCTI BIJIbMakiB, SKOKO iX HaIUISIOTh
TonU, poOIsiun peBepaHc y 0ik «DpaHKeHINTeHHA
Mepi lemni: «Ampke Tak y Bac TaM poOUThCS, Xi0a
Hi? 3 pi3HUX JIOACHKUX YaCTUH CKIIAAAI0Th BiJbMa-
KiB, 3IIMBAIOTH YU CKJICIOIOTHL, adbomro. PizHe mromu
KaxyTh» [1, c. 8]. Takoxk mokasye BifpMakxa, K 11a-
na-BiI0yBaiisia, SKOro MOXKHA 3BUHYBATHTH B OY/Ib-



162 E-ISSN: 2663-242X. Haykosi 3amuckun HaYKMA. Jliteparypo3nasctso. 2026. Tomu 67

SIKUX Herapaszaax: «Bci 3HarTh, 1110 3a BiJIbMaKOM
BCSIKE 3710 TSTHETHCA 1 MACKYAHI Mia3MHU, 1[0 3aBXK-
IV BCSIKY TIOIIECTh MPUTSTHYTH MOXKE, HABITH MOP»
[1, c. 59]. A. CankoBCbKUH MigHIMAE TEMYy MOXO-
JOKCHHS BIJIBMaKiB: «— 3Ha€ll, 4OMy Hac Ha3HBa-
IOTh BlabMakaMH? — cIuTaB. — bo MU € OITbMHU
Bigsom» [1, c. 28]. IIpecton Tonbr posnosigae Te-
panbTy, 0 MEePHIMMU BiJIbMaKaMH CTaBalld IiTH
OOKEeBUTLHUX BIbOM (Ileld CaMHii MOTHB BHUKO-
puctoBye Jxo3ed JlineliHi B KHIKI «YYSHb BiJb-
Makay [2]). Y mux ¢pparmentax A. CankoBCbKUN HE
JIUIIE TIEPEOCMUCIIOE BJIACHI paHHI MOTHBH, a i
MIIBAKYE MEXKY MIXK JIFOIUHOKO 1 YyTOBUCHKOM, BH-
Boasiuu Iepanbra Ha piBeHs apxeruiy. A. Cankos-
CBKHUH NMPHUIYMY€ ETHMOJIOTIIO CJIOBA «BiIBMAK» SIK
YOJI0BIYOr0 BIAMOBITHHKA CIOBA «BiAbMa», SIKOTO
HEMAa€ Hi B MOJILCHKIHM, HI B aHIIINACHKIHN, HI B Hi-
MeIbKill TpaauIii, 3aTe € B ykpaiHCchbKill. Panimte B
casi Mmpo IIe He 3rajyBajocs.

VY «Posoopiscoici kpykie» A. CankoBCbKHI cam
cebe KOMEHTY€: BiH HIOM BCTyMae B IMOJEMIKY 31
CBOIM MMHYJMM TEKCTOM 1 BOIHOYAC 13 BJIACHUM
Miom. Lle Merarekct, y sSIKOMy aBTOp HE MPOCTO
po3BuBac icropiro [epanbTa, a CTaBUTH i CyMHIB i
norepe i Bepcii — Ti, Mo OyJIM CTBOPEHI HE JIUIIIe
HUM, a ¥ YUCIICHHUMH IHTepIpeTaTopamMu. Y Takuii
cnoci6 A. CankoBChKHIA HAMAra€ThCs «3HOBY 3aBO-
JIOJITH» CBOIM TePOEM TICIsl TOTO, SIK «BidbMaky
MIEPETBOPUBCS Ha KYJIBTYPHUN OpeHJ: cepialiu, Bi-
neoirpy, (aHaTChKi Teopil MoYanu *XUTH OKPEMO
BIJI JIITEPATYPHOTO JKEpera.

«Po30opidcorca KpyKie» MOXKHA IPOYUTYBATH 5K
peaxiiito Ha el mpoiec — crpoOy aBTOpa BiJHO-
BUTH KOHTPOJIb HAJ] BIACHOIO iCTOPI€I0, TOBEPHYTH
Iepanbra B MeXi JIITEpaTypHOroO TEKCTy, A€ BiH
3HOBY CTa€ YaCTHHOIO aBTOPCHKOTO 3aJlyMy, a He
KoMepiiiHoro Miy. Tak poMaH BUCTYyIae He JIUIIIE
MIPOIOBKEHHSIM Caru, a i akTOM aBTOPCHKOTO CaMo-
3aXHCTY, )KECTOM «ITOBEPHEHHS JI0 JUKepemnay. « Pos-
dopidcoicsa KpyKiey BUAAeThes crpoboro A. CankoB-
CBKOTO TTOBEPHYTH aBTOPCHKE MNpPABO HA BIACHHH
Mid. Y gac, konu «BigbMak» nepeTBOpHUBCS Ha Ma-
COBY (ppaHIIM3y — 3 irpamu, cepiajiamu, nadamu,
CYBCHipaMu, MUCbMEHHHUK CTBOPIOE TEKCT, SIKUi Ha-
rajye, mo Ie Horo ictopis. Yepes BHyTpIllIHI BiJICH-

naHHs 1 moBTopy A. CanKoBCHKHI BUMAarae mosep-
HEHHSI «JI0 JpKepesa», TOOTO 10 jitepaTypu. Y He-
JaBHBOMY 1HTEpB’10 A. CalkOBCHKHI TOBOPHUB TIPO
Te, IO JIMII Pa3 y TEKCTI BKHUB (DOPMYIIOBAHHS
«mkosa BoBka», He MarouM Ha yBasi, MO ICHYIOTh
pi3HI BiABMAlbKi IIKOIH, TOAL K SIK PO3POOHUKHU
irOp PO3BUHYJU I[f0 1J€H0, CTBOPUBIIH IIKOJIN
Bogka, 3wmii, I'puda, Kora i 1. 1. B «Po3nopixxxki
KPYKIB» K€ 3raJy€eThcs, 10 ICHYIOTh ¥ 1HII Bib-
MallbKi TBEpAMHI Ta iHII BigbMalbKi mkonu (Kora,
3mii). A. CankoBChKHI Ha4Ye caM HACIIIyE THX, XTO
HaCIIiJIy€ oro, ae poOuTh 1ie B iHIINH crocio, Bia-
MIHHHH BiJl TOTO, IKUW 300payKeHUH B irpax.

A. CankoBCbKHI IEPETBOPIOE CBilf TEKCT HA Mi(h
po MoBTOpeHHS Mi(y. «Po31OpiXIKs KpyKiB» — He
POCTO NPOAOBKEeHHs «BinbManbkoi carm», a puty-
allbHE TEpe3annucyBanns ictopii [epankra, y Skomy
repoii, aBTop 1 unTad OEpyTh Yy4acTh y CHITbHOMY
aKTi BigHOBIEHHS. Y 1bOMy TekcTi epansT crae i
repoeM, 1 TiHHIO caMmoro cebe, a A. CanKoBChbKUI —
OTOBIJIaYeM, SKHU MOBEPTAETHCS Y BIACHHM CBIT,
abu 3HOBY TPOXKUTH HOTO B IHIIOMY KJIFOYI.

«BiuHe moBepHeHHs» B iHTeprperanii A. Can-
KOBCBKOTO — IIe He juie (piocodcbkuii MOTHB,
a ¥ crmocid MHUCIIEHHS, CTPYKTYpa, MPHUHIUI TO0Y-
JIOBH CBiTY. POMaH He 3aMHUKa€ThCS y KOJi, a TOCTiH-
HO OHOBITIOE CaMOTO0 ce0e: KOyKHE HOBE TPOYUTAHHS,
KOXKEH TIEPerykK 1 airo3is BiAKpUBAIOTh HOro HaHO-
Bo. lle croepimHuii akT MiOTBOpYOI mam’ATi, Jie
TEKCT KUBE JIUIIE B PyCi M’k MUHYJIUM 1 Temepir-
HIM, OPHUTTHAJIOM 1 TIOBTOPOM.

OcHoBHa inest «Po3mopixkks KpykiB” HOJsrae
Y HEMOXKIIBOCTI OCTAaTOYHOTO 3aBEPIICHHS. 3JI0 HE
MOKHA 3HUIUTU — MO0 MOYKHA JIUILIE IIEPETBOPU-
TH, SIK 1 CaMOTO Teposi, IO BIYHO BIJPODKYETHCS Y
HOBHX iHOCTaCHX. N IbOMY BUSBIIAETHCA CyTHiCTb
miy BiuHOro moBepHeHHs: icTOpis Iepanbra He €
TiHIIHOI0, BOHA PYXa€ThCs MO CIipali, po3ropraro-
YUCh Yy HECKIHUEHHOMY IMKJII HApPOIKEHb, CMEPTI
Ta OHOBJIEHb. A. CamnKOBCHKHI CBIZIOMO CTBOPIOE
TEKCT, KM caM cede MOBTOPIOE, KOMEHTYE 1 3are-
pedye, BUBOJSYM BiJlbMaka 3a MeXi MPOCTO1 OIOBi-
Il — y mpocTip Midy, Jie po3MOBiIs HIKOJIU HE 3a-
BEPIIYETHCS, 00 KOXKHE TOBEPHEHHS — 1€ HOBHUH
MIOYaTOK.
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M. Krapyvnytska

AFTER THE END OF THE CYCLE: THE MOTIF OF ETERNAL RETURN
AND MECHANISMS OF AUTOINTERTEXTUALITY IN CROSSROADS
OF RAVENS

The article examines Andrzej Sapkowski's novel Crossroads of Ravens (2024) in the context of the previ-
ously completed Witcher cycle and analyses the mechanisms of auto-intertextuality that shape the text.
Special attention is given to the motif of eternal return, which functions not only as a philosophical idea but
also as a structural principle of the novel. The study demonstrates that Sapkowski consciously constructs
the narrative through repetitions, parallels, and self-references to earlier parts of The Witcher Saga, thereby
transforming the new novel into a metatext that reflects on its own mythology.

The paper argues that Crossroads of Ravens can be interpreted simultaneously as a prequel and as a
continuation that symbolically closes and reopens the cycle. The repeated episodes, mirrored narrative
structures, and recurring images create the impression of cyclical time, where the hero s story is constantly
renewed in new variations. Through the figure of Preston Holt, who functions as Geralt’s double and prede-
cessor, the novel develops the mythological paradigm of death and regeneration. The transmission of
knowledge, identity, and experience from one witcher to another reveals the idea of the witcher not as a
singular character but as an endlessly reproducible role within the mythic order.

The article also explores how Sapkowski engages in dialogue with his own literary legacy and with
contemporary reinterpretations of The Witcher franchise in games, television series, and fan culture. In this
sense, the novel appears as an attempt to reclaim the literary origin of the myth and restore authorial con-
trol over Geralt's story. It is concluded that Crossroads of Ravens represents not merely another installment
of the saga but a ritualized rewriting of the Witcher myth, where repetition becomes a form of renewal and
every return marks the beginning of a new cycle.

Keywords: Andrzej Sapkowski, The Witcher Saga, auto-intertextuality, eternal return.
Tlooano oo pedaxyii' / Submitted: 04.02.2026
Cxsaneno 0o nybnixayii / Accepted: 09.05.2026

Onyobunikosaro / Published: 09.06.2026

(0@

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0)



